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Abstract

The aim of this research work is to find the relationship between self-esteem and academic achievement
among students with hearing impairment at elementary school level. The total sample included in this
research work was 80 students with hearing impairment. The sample was selected from various
elementary schools at Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar district of Odosha. The method adopted in this study
was Ex-post-facto method coming under descriptive research. The data obtained was analyzed
through descriptive and statistics. The results of analysis, that there is a significance relationship

between self-esteem and academic achievement of student with hearing impairment.
Introduction

Education is a empowering process and helps citizens of the country in understanding and
achieving personal development. The UNESCO has mentioned education is to enable
individuals to develop to their fullest potential psycho-socially, affectively as well as
physically, for an all-round complete person. Student esteem is an important factor in
educational achievement. Self-esteem directly or indirectly affects the educational goals. The
concept of self-esteem has become the topic of much debate in educational and

psychological circles in recent years. Self-esteem is important because it has an impact on the
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individual life and choices. Further, the mental health of the students is also influenced by

self-esteem.

Students with hearing impairment have less exposure to environment-due to absence of
deafness. This may cause problem in developing self-esteem among students with hearing
impairment. This study wants to find out the relationship between the self-esteem and

academic achievement among students with hearing impairment at elementary school level.
Review of related literature

A study carried out by Jain and Dixit (2014) found that there was no significant gender
difference in the self-esteem levels of the participants. Sharma (2012) indicated that parental
involvement influenced on achievement of their children. Further, a study by Vishalakshi &
Yeshodhara (2012) find out the relationship between self-esteem and academic achievement
of secondary school students and the results revealed positive relationship between self-

esteem and academic achievement of students.

Bowen (2010) suggested that the degree of hearing impairment may be a factor in
determining self-esteem. Primary school children appear much more likely than secondary
school children to score positively for locus of control and at secondary level boys are more

likely than girls to display an internal locus of control.

Sheykhjan (2014) revealed that high self-esteem has many positive effects and benefits,
especially among high school students. This study explored the relationship of self-esteem
and academic achievement with variable like gender. This study suggests high school to
develop positive self-esteem in order to face the problems and challenges of the present

complex world with more confidence and courage.
Objectives of the study
1. To find out the overall self-esteem level of students with hearing impairment

2. To find out the level of self-esteem among students with hearing impairment based

on type of school.

3. To find out the level of self-esteem among students with hearing impairment based

on class.
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Methodology

The present research work is descriptive in nature. The total 80 students with hearing
impairment studying at high school level were selected for this present study. Students with
hearing impairment studying from 9t to 12t standard in both special and inclusive

educational settings were selected from Medinipur & Kolkata district (West Bengal).
Tool

Research tool can be defined as the instrument in the hands of researchers to measure what
they indent to in their study. In the present study the investigator wants to find out the
relationship between self-esteem and academic achievement. To collect the appropriate data
the investigator used the following tools like Self-esteem rating scale and academic

achievement score.
Data analysis

Co-efficient of correlation between self-esteem and academic achievement among hearing

impairment students
Variables N df Co-efficient of | Level of sig,
correlation
Self-esteem
Academic 120 118 .65 .01
achievement

The result of correlation between self-esteem and academic achievement-Pearson’s
correlation co-efficient was used to find out the relationship between self-esteem and
academic achievement. Calculated value is 0.65 between self-esteem and academic
achievement. It is inferred that there is a high correlation between these two variables at 0.01

levels of significance.

Hence it is statistically proved that self-esteem and academic achievement of hearing
impaired students are related, if self-esteem is low, academic achievement will also be low, if
self-esteem is high academic achievement will also be high. Thus there is a positive and high

correlation between self-esteem and academic achievement.
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Table-2

Significant of difference between mean scores of high and low academically achieved

hearing impaired students on self-esteem

Group N Mean SD t-value Sig. level
High AA 50 68.74 8.87
3.54 Significant
Low AA 70 66.58 7.92

The Table No. 2 denoted that the mean scores of high and low academic achieved hearing
impairment are 68.74 and 66.58 with SDs 8.87 and 7.92 respectively. The t-ratio come out
from above two group is 3.54, which is significant at.01 level of significance. That means
there is significant difference in the self-esteem between high and low academically
achieved students. Further, the mean scores of high academic achievers hearing impaired
students is higher than the low academic achiever students. That means high academically

achieved students have good self-esteem.
Implication of the Study

The present investigation “Study of self-esteem and academic achievement of students with
hearing impairment at elementary school levels” has significant implications in the field of
special education. The study measures relationship between self-esteem and academic
achievement of hearing impaired students. The study reveals that the self-esteem of visually
impaired students is normal and the supportive variables like gender, class are not a

significance factor for developing self-esteem.

Awareness programmes should be conducted at the school and community level for the
development of self-esteem among students with disability. School authorities including
teachers must ensure and take steps to periodically evaluate whether the home environment
is conductive for the proper development of child’s self-esteem of students especially
disabled children. Proper guidance and counselling service should be provided to the

parents of disabled also. Academic achievement also must be evaluated and treated like the
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same. Provide guidance and counselling services for the development of good self-esteem

among visually impaired students at high school levels.
Suggestions for Further Research

e A comparative study can be conducted on self-esteem and academic achievement of
students with visually impairment with normal students.

e A study can be conducted to compare the self-esteem and academic achievement of
visually impaired student studying in different school setting.

e Similar studies can be conducted on other disabilities.
Limitations

e In this investigation the sample is 120 and the area of study was limited to
Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar district of Odisha.

e The variables included in this study e self-esteem and academic achievement.
Conclusion

Self-esteem is concerned with the mind. Persons having high self-esteem are very confident

and strong minded to do anything of his optimum level and succeed also.

Self-esteem is an essential component of students especially hearing impaired students. This
study analyzed the study of self-esteem and academic achievement of students with hearing
impairment at elementary school level. In this study, the investigator collected and analyzed
data in a very systematic way. The result shows that the self-esteem is highly correlated with
academic achievement of hearing impaired students. it indicates that students those are
academically achieved high had better self-esteem and students having low academic
achievement had low self-esteem. That means self-esteem is important to enhance academic
achievement of students. Hence it is very important to develop good self-esteem to get high
academic achievement among students with hearing impairment. It requires all round
efforts on the part of parents, teachers, school authorities and other members of the society.
They have to join hands for this greater cause, as today’s students are tomorrow’s elders on
whose shoulders the future of the nation and humanity rest. This study certainly will be
helpful for parents, teacher and visually impaired students to recognize the importance of
self-esteem and to adopt appropriate academic learning strategies in the light of the findings

of the study.
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