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“The earth, the air, the land and the water are not am inheritance from our fore fathers but on

loan from our children. So we have to handover to them at least as it been handed over to us.”

-Mahatma Gandhi

Introduction

Today we are living in an era where the survival of all organisms including human life is in grave
danger. It is estimated that in the coming time, the basic resources like clean water, clean air, soil etc.
will be exhausted. With this, the only living planet of the universe where life is possible will end and
it is now visible as it is happening. The present crisis which we are facing on the front of environment
is man made one. It is the result of undue exploitation of nature by human beings to serve his selfish

ends.

Though, man is a contemplative and great creature but our relationship with environment in last few

decades has shown the contradictory facts about human behaviour that being creative man is anxious
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and very insignificant in saving his own milieu that is environment. Human beings thoughtless action
has resulted in the increase or concentration of greenhouse gases, mainly of carbon dioxide, which led
to an increase in the temperature of the earth and rise in the sea level.? This is precisely what we call
global warming. Environmental problems like-pollution, climate change, global warming, bio-
diversity loss etc. are alarming us that we are in a big trap and there is a question mark (?) to existence
of man on the surface of earth. “We cannot run beyond the environment in the name of development
and more comfortable life at the cost of quality of environment. Conservation of nature and providing

safeguards to our environment is not necessity but compulsion for human survival”.?

Gandhi is not just a person but a name of an ideology that will continue to influence and illuminate
human society for ages. His whole life journey from one person to becoming an ideology is a unique
compilation of many such inspiring principles and practices which always illuminate and inspire
human society. Very few people know that Mahatma Gandhi was an influential global philosopher
who presented the principles and practices in the context of environment and ecology, how relevant it
is even in this current era of ecological crisis. In fact, Mahatma Gandhi was a profound ecologist and
had a deep understanding of the possible effects of the changing relationship between nature and

humans.
Present Environmental Crisis

The way teachers, students, education buildings, libraries, books, furniture etc. all related to each
other in the process of teaching - learning and have their own functional utility, just as different parts
of the body are connected to each other and they have their own functional utility - some similar
system is named environment. It is not just set of surroundings that, as we understand in general. It
actually narrows the concept of environment. Environment is one which includes water, forest, land,
life and all living and non living things. In this way all things work in such a way that they are related

to each other to be orderly and balanced.4

Just as the human body has an amazing ability to fight diseases, similarly the environment has an
amazing ability to withstand unwanted elements and events. It takes complete system to cure a
common problem. Let it be known that the human body or the attribute is not obtained separately but
as a unit of nature like other units of nature. Air has an amazing ability of purification. Similarly,
water to cut dirt in it. If the soil is left in the natural state for some time after use, it becomes fertile
again. But the self-purifying capacity of the environment has its limits. The human body cannot fight
against all diseases. Similarly, the environment cannot withstand all changes, particularly human
induced pollution and changes. Here, the question arises whether naturally generated unwanted
elements are not harmful. There is definitely like - pollution from the volcano etc. but it is less than
the human generated sources. Naturally, nature can control the impact of nature born unwanted
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elements on the environment while only to a certain extent it can handle the effects of human-induced

environment damaging elements.’

“In fact, this human society has attacked nature over its own limit. We have made the rivers so dirty
that today their life force has been exhausted. | am afraid of the water of the river Ganges, itching to
bathe in it or may there be no skin disease. | was in Delhi buying air, water and light. It was also
polluted. | have born in a village. | remember my brother at the time of paddy harvesting in childhood
we used to sleep in the barn. No such barn has been built in the last 10 years. Today the mango
flowers appear in the mango tree but there is no fruit. There are plenty of mangoes of foreign breed,
but the poor cannot eat it.” ® The environment is not been balanced. The disturbances have become so
large and gigantic that nature cannot compensate for it through a system of self-regulations. The
organization of the atmosphere is changing. The amount of CO,, CFCs is increasing. Pure drinking
water is becoming scarce. On one hand there is pollution and climate change, on the other hand there
is increasing population and emerging socio-economic crises such as - energy crisis, food crisis, water

crisis, starvation, poverty, unemployment, and terrorism.7

The economic crisis had emerged as a big challenge in Europe some time ago and once again the
whole world is in the midst of economic crisis. In the modern era, the deteriorating relationship of
human nature has started since we moved from traditional to modern. The city replaced the village,
the industry took over agriculture and tall buildings replaced the kutchha houses. Traditional clothes
and cousins were replaced by modern. With that our mindset changed. “We became materialistic and
capitalistic. To be rich, fashioners and model became our goal of life and that too at the cost of
deteriorating relationship with nature. He is a backward because he is not a rich. Isn't it because he is a
poor? , Isn't it because he is a traditional man? , Isn't it because he lives in the jungle? Are the
civilians living in the open sky not civilized?®Ashur, Ho ,Parahiya tribes of Jharkhand and other
tribes became extinct because they were forest dwellers. How will anyone determine today that we are
all backward when no final limit of development is set? One can tell today what should be the level of
development? Man — Man, there is a huge disparity? Today, we do not want to go public with our

parents because they are villagers who neither speak Hindi nor English nor appear modern.

When human society was tradition-oriented, it was very close to nature. It was thought that the earth
is mother. Mother will bless for good deeds and curse for bad deeds. This ancient Hindu and Greek
belief was suppressed with the industrial revolution. The beliefs of a civilized family were born. It
was argued that God created man before nature, after that he created nature.” thus man started
exploiting nature for livelihood, consumption and convenience. Capitalism prevailed. The relationship
between nature and humans became exploitative. During this time the world was at the root of

European colonialism. The drama that happened to nature with the information and technology
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revolution may have never happened before. If it expands like this, no one will save the resources, the
human beings using it and the earth holding it. The side effects of the relationship started coming out
after 60-70s. My mother says that in the coming time there will be no countries greens. We have ever
wondered where did the sparrows that roam in our houses, whose presence was considered by our
grandmother, grandfather and mother as a sign of prosperity. Now even the crows whose sitting on
the roof of our houses and shouting used to think of a guest is about to arrive. At the present time, the

process of extinction of the species is going to be intensified.™

Such an air of modernism in Europe owing a child became a burden for a mother, and many countries
of Europe are importing human resources today. Later on the consequences of environmental
imbalance, the save environment slogan became important all over the world. The scholars of the
developed, industrialized countries were concerned and tried to blame it in an intelligent manner and
to put it on less developed or developing countries. The interesting thing of the capitalists has been to
present it as a liberal theory. The big industrial houses seem to be doing programs in the name of
Corporate Social Responsibility and think how humane the nature of capitalism has become, but from
the story behind it we all remain ignorant. By donating few water bottles or tankers, companies
extracting millions of gallons of water from the ground every day for their products becomes great
donators. The rivers, mountains, forests are all being auctioned in connivance with the leaders,
industrialists, bureaucrats. A few years ago, the Orissa government gave a large multinational
company the right to extract minerals from the Niyamgiri hills without caring that it would be a good

way for those hills. But the entire existence of the Dungaria tribe will be endangered. ™

The protection of environment is a global challenge and it has been voiced in international
organisations like United Nations. Let me cite the well-known report of the United Nations Only One
Earth published in 1972 which tells us that, “the emotional attachment to our prized diversity need not
interfere with out attempts to develop the global state of mind which will generate the rational loyalty
to the planet as a whole. As enter the global phase of human evolution, it becomes obvious, that each
man has two countries, his own, and the planet earth. Now that all habitable parts of the globe are
occupied, the careful husbandry of the earth is sine qua non for the survival of the human species and

for creation of decent ways life for all the people of the world”."
Gandhi’s Views on Environment and Ecology

Gandhi has placed certain questions before humanity and showed the direction in which humanity
should move forward. Those who would like to know the path of Gandhi should read his seminal
work Hind Swaraj published in 1909. This booklet is severe condemnation of western industrial
civilization which is one of the major causes of environmental degradation. It represents Gandhian

vision of environment and development. He wrote in Hind Swaraj “We notice that the mind is a
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restless bird; the more it gets the more it wants, and still remains unsatisfied. The more we indulge our
passions the more unbridled they become. Our ancestors, therefore, set a limit to our indulgences.
They saw that happiness was largely a mental condition. A man is not necessarily happy because he is
rich or unhappy because he is poor. The rich are often seen to be unhappy, the poor to be happy.
Millions will always remain poor. Observing all this, our ancestors dissuaded us from luxuries and

pleasures.”

Gandhiji was a lover of natural living. He enjoyed sleeping under an open sky and preferred to
arrange all activities in harmony with nature. He was quite vigilant of the importance and value of
the natural wealth and made very economical use of the same. Once Gandhiji's colleague Mohan
Pandya asked him as to why he insisted on using only one loti (metal vessel) of water when the whole
Sabarmati river was flowing right next to r his ashram? Then, Gandhiji explained to him that the
river water was not just for him but it was for all animals, birds, insects and men. As it was a
collective property, he had no right to use more than he needed.™ This vision is essential to overcome
the maladies of consumerism which leads to the exploitation of nature. The guiding principle of our
civilization was reverence for all forms of lives including the vegetation and the animal kingdom. We
had certain traditions or religious values which protected our mother Earth. It was forbidden to take
food without offering water to tulsi plant. Similarly cow was considered as a sacred animal. Animals

were considered as members of our family and society.

Gandhi was one of the greatest worthy sons of the last century who boldly declared that God is
Truth. The humanity has to understand his experiments with truth and non-violence so that we may
survive or otherwise in the words of Martin Luther King Jr, we may ignore Gandhi at our own risk.
One should remember that science is not confined to laboratories which are equipped with expensive
apparatus. The goal of science is to find truth behind a phenomenon and not to find out the ways to

exploit the resources of nature.

Gandhi’s vision of life call for application of truth and non-violence in all walks of life. Gandhi said:
“Non-violence is not a garment to be put on and off at will, its seat is in the heart and it must be
inseparable part of our very being”.® His concept of non-violence was an all encompassing and a
positive one. It is not merely a ‘live and let live’, formula, but it involves a principle of ‘Live and
help others to live’, and these others should include human beings, animals and nature. Gandhi’s
concept of non-violence was not a negative one. It is a dynamic and positive approach to ‘Life’.
Gandhi visualised a non-violent economic order based on equality and justice. He advocated a simple
life which fulfils basic necessities of life and is in tune with nature. It is not a life of poverty or
insanity. On the contrary it is a meaningful life of fulfillment and happiness. It is well known that

Gandhi’s economic ideas revolved around Swadeshi and Khadi. Khadi is not a piece of cloth. It is a
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symbol of decentralisation of production and distribution. It stands for a non-violent lifestyle. The
application of the principle of decentralisation leads to a life of simplicity in which there is hardly any
scope of amassing unnecessary goods of the market. This checks the exploitation of natural resources
and helps in maintaining the delicate balance or equilibrium of nature. What applies to Khadi equally

applies to kutir udyog and gramodyog products.

Village sanitation was an important item of his Constructive Programme. Our villages and cities have
turned into heaps of dirt and disease due to lack of proper sanitation facilities. By promoting the
village sanitation and research in the field Gandhi wanted to make our villages pollution free
.Gandhi’s concept of bread labour has also deep ecological implications and sustainability. Every able
bodied citizen must devote time and energy for manual labour and ensure sanitation. Gandhi was the
first man to introduce the concept of service to nature in order to enrich nature. Gandhi said “the earth
provides enough to satisfy every man’s need but not for every man’s greed.”*°The environmental
wisdom of Gandhi is ingrained in this mantra. He lived a life which was in tune with environment.
That is why he said “My life is my Message”. His life was full of examples of his love for nature,

environment and all that exists.

The death of Mahatma Gandhi last evening at New Delhi at the hands of an insensate assassin in
circumstances too tragic for reiteration has cast a deep gloom over the country from the effects of
which it will not be easy for it to recover. For, as the Prime Minister of India has suggested in his
broadcast, at no time in the long and chequered history of this great country were Gandhiji's wise
counsel, courageous guidance, unexcelled foresight and imperturbable patience in the face of events
the most calamitous more necessary than today. It will be universally accepted that but for his
steadying direction, unerring judgment, and a determination which accepted no defeat, the turmoil
which befell us in the wake of the partition of the country would have continued to menace us in an

ever-increasing measure.’

This is the fact and reality of his great attempt to humanity and nature that even after many year of his
death he is alive due to his unquestionable ideas. Gandhi ji was pioneer in understanding the integrity
of man and nature and the recent trends in environmentalism that neo environmentalism focuses on
the same —idea of integration in between man and nature. The way we have created big gap between
man and environment Gandhi’s views on environment and Ecology is quite relevant as it focuses in
rural reconstruction, optimum utilisation of natural resources, integration of science and spirituality,

conservation of base resources, cleanliness and most importantly value base society and human life.
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